
March 2024

Dear Friends of Eaton’s Neck

Dear Eaton’s Neck Friends, Family, and Neighbors,

Let me begin by wishing everyone a Happy Spring. As we bid farewell to the winter chill and welcome the vibrant 
colors of spring, I am filled with excitement and anticipation for the wonderful activities that lie ahead for our 
community. I think you can all agree that there is nothing quite like the spring and summer seasons in our beloved 
Eaton’s Neck. In the coming weeks and months, we will host and welcome several tried-and-true POENB events, such 
as the Easter Egg Hunt, Friday night barbecues, and others.

In other news, I want to take the opportunity to thank John and Christine Ballow for the work they have done in 
recent years to raise awareness about the power outages in Eaton’s Neck. You may recall during the winter months 
seeing the PSEG crews working to improve the power lines that run from Bevin Road to the top of North Creek Road. 
That work was recently completed, and the immediate impact was a significant reduction in the power outages for 
our community. This work that PSEG conducted this past winter was, in large part, the direct result of the Ballow’s 
advocacy, and on behalf of our entire community, I salute and thank John and Christine.

I also want to thank everyone who helped to make this year’s watercraft storage renewal a success. In particular, 
POENB Board members Yvonne Lambertson and Ryan Schaefer-Walker, who coordinated the process from start to fin-
ish. In addition to properly reassigning watercraft storage spots, this effort will help to make the upcoming seasonal 
beach clean-ups possible.

In closing, as I have in the past, I encourage everyone who calls Eaton’s Neck their home to come and join us at our 
POENB meetings that occur every month. The date and time of those meetings are posted on our website and Face-
book page. The POENB meetings are open to everyone and provide a much-needed public forum for all of us to get 
together to discuss the issues of the day. And lastly, if there is any issue or concern that you feel that the POENB can 
address or assist you with, please do not hesitate to reach out to us. We are your fellow Eaton’s Neck friends, family, 
and neighbors, and we are here to help.

                                                                      With warmest regards,
                                                                      Tom Kehoe Jr., POENB President



POENB Minutes for Thursday, March 7, 2024
The meeting was held in person at the Eaton’s 
Neck Firehouse and also on Zoom
7:00 pm to 8:20 pm

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited followed 
by a roll call of officers.

Officer Roll Call
●Tom Kehoe - President
●Ryan Schaefer-Walker - Vice President and 
Treasurer
●Yvonne Lambertson - Assistant Vice President 
(Technology, Web and Communications)
●Steve Neuf - Assistant Vice President (Engineer-
ing and Special Projects)
●Anthony Fusaro - Assistant Vice President (Ab-
sent)
●Sally Neal - Recording Secretary
●Nancy Regan - Corresponding Secretary

Attendance 
There were 12 members physically in attend-
ance, not including the six officers. Four people 
also dialed in via Zoom.

Nancy Regan’s motion to accept last month’s 
minutes as published on the POENB website was 
accepted. 

Correspondence - Nancy Regan
Nancy reviewed correspondence the Board re-
ceived since the last POENB meeting.  Items of 
note included: 
1.Email from John Ballow, POENB’s representa-
tive to the Eaton’s Neck Community Working 
Group (ENCWG).  A wrap-up meeting will oc-
cur at the EN Firehouse on Friday, March 15th 
at 9:00 am.  Attendees will include local TOH 
and SC politicians, representatives from the 8 
Associations (e.g., POENB, ENFD, Eaton Harbor 
Corp, Stargazer, USCG, VOA, NCRA, and OOW) 
that represent ~750 homeowners included in the 
ENCWG.  By way of reminder, the ENCWG was 
formed in response to an 18-hour power out-
age that occurred on Friday, February 3, 2023, 
during a period of unseasonably cold (8 F) and 
windy (40 mph) weather.  This Group’s advocacy 
resulted in PSEG (1) burying electrical lines, (2) 
updating selected technology, (3) “hardening” 
the poles and other infrastructure, and (4) trim-
ming the trees. 

This meeting will primarily focus on expressing 
appreciation to PSEG and political leaders for 
listening to their customers/constituents and 
rapidly acting to fix a persistent and vexing pub-
lic safety issue of unreliable electrical services. 

All residents are welcome to join this meeting.  
Bagels and coffee will be served. 

2.Email from John Ballow updating POENB mem-
bers on the status of finding a financially, opera-
tional, and politically feasible solution to “per-
manently fixing” the Bevin Seawall.   The ENCWG 
as well as NYS, Suffolk County, TOH and federal (This month cover “A tale of two tails“ is by Ryan Cote”





At PB, identified improvements include (1) signifi-
cant beach cleaning / grooming (e.g., removal of 
old telephone poles, trash, discarded/no longer 
useful/operable equipment, unsightly debris (dirt 
pile)) and (2) the completion of the fence. 

The VG property also needs grooming around the 
watercraft racks and other places.  However, the 
most pressing issue is the poor condition of the 
VG stairs.

Based on a review of prior VG repairs, it appears 
that these stairs have been routinely repaired 
every five or so years.  The Board believes that a 
“fresh look” is in order to make the stairs more 
durable.  Ideas proposed include (1) changing 
materials (pressured wood, vs. stone vs. syn-
thetic material), (2) placement of the stairs 
(given they appear to be located directly on the 
Carlisle water “fall line” and (3) the nature of 
“under support” provided for the stairs (e.g., use 
of Sonotubes).  

Because these repairs and improvements may be 
expensive, the Board must first focus on safety 
and then carefully balance what and how much 
can be done with the remaining available funds.    
Mr. Cartolano and Phil Cuiffo, Sr have volun-
teered to identify solutions to repair/replace the 
VG stairs and identify vendors.  Kevin O’Neill has 
also offered to remove the dirt pile at PB for a 
reasonable fee.  

POENB Finances and Administration
Since its inception, POENB has operated on a 
shoestring budget.  Historically, the Association 
has been a “breakeven” proposition with rev-
enues equaling expenses.   The modest (vis a vis 
other neighboring beach communities) member 
dues typically provide 80% to 85% of total rev-
enues.  This revenue stream is totally variable 
since residents can elect or decline to become 
POENB members.  Over its 50-year history, on 

average, approximately 55% of EN residents have 
chosen to become POENB members.  The remain-
ing revenue is typically provided by (1) fees from 
social events, (2) ads in the Changing Tides, and 
(3) sales of POENB “swag” (cookbooks, t-shirts, 
etc..).  

In terms of total expenses, 85% are used to main-
tain the two beaches. Maintenance costs include 
insurance, beach erosion prevention/repair, 
infrastructure (stairs, bulkhead, fences, lights, 
security cameras, playground equipment, picnic 
tables and grills, etc.) and routine landscaping 
(shrub and grass trimming) and beach grooming.    

These beach costs have increased dramatically 
given (1) general inflation, (2) rising insurance 
rates, and (3) the need to rely more heavily on 
3rd party contractors (vs. volunteer labor) to 
conduct improvement and maintenance activi-
ties. 

The remaining expenses are directed toward the 
publication costs associated with the Changing 
Tides and social events.  

As a result, the Board is exploring how to gener-
ate more revenue so that POENB has sufficient 
funds to cover basic beach operating and mainte-
nance costs as well as have a “better practices” 
sized capital reserve.   

The Board is also identifying, consolidating, and 
digitizing important POENB legal and financial 
documents (e.g., surveys, property deeds, finan-
cial statements, membership rolls, copies of the 
Changing Tides, and significant correspondence 
with corporations and politicians).  A centralized, 
digitized repository of documents will make it 
faster, cheaper and easier to (1) search, find and 
review documents, (2) conduct fact-based hori-
zontal and vertical analyses and (3) on-board/
train new board members.  

Public Safety/Public Welfare/Community Watch 
Group 
On April 9, 2024 at 7 pm, Phil Cuiffo and mem-
bers of the Community Watch Group (CWG) will 
meet with Suffolk County (SC) police at the 2nd 
Precinct.  

The CWG will be presenting a placard to the 
SCPD in appreciation of their efforts to patrol 

The Early Bird Special Ends March 31st,
get your POENB Membership in today!

To download the form or sign up online
Please visit eatonsneck.org/membership



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An Open Letter to the Residents of Eaton’s Neck: 
 
 
Quite simply, we need you.  While we are proud of our ability to respond to emergencies with a 
dedicated staff of 24/7 VOLUNTEERS, this level of service depends on ordinary citizens just 
like you in our small community who give up a portion their valued time to helping others during 
their time of need.  Our ranks are staffed by your neighbors; accountants, electricians, lawyers, 
nurses, bankers, teachers, etc.  While the demographic of our membership is diverse, our 
mission is the same; to help our neighbors when they call for it, no matter the time, weather, or 
day. 
 
Although the current staffing has enabled us to continue to provide a high level of service, the 
need for more volunteers has become increasingly apparent.  In 2021, your Eaton’s Neck 
volunteer firefighters and EMS crews answered over 98 Fire and EMS calls for assistance.  In 
2022, we answered over 116, and in 2023 over 128 calls. Growing call volumes and an aging 
membership have made the need for new members greater than ever before.  To-date in 2024, 
we have answered more than 10% of the alarm equivalent from last year. 
 
We ask that you consider joining our ranks.  In addition to the pure satisfaction of helping your 
neighbors and free high-quality training, you can receive generous tax incentives, a modest 
retirement program, up to 100% paid college tuition; and these are just a few of the benefits of 
joining the ranks of the Volunteer Fire Department.  You can choose to become a firefighter, an 
EMS-only member where you become a NYS certified EMT, or you can do both.  No prior 
experience or knowledge of the fire service is necessary to join our ranks. 
 
Please email us at info@eatonsneckfd.org and ask for more information about becoming a 
valuable member.  Someone from our membership committee will get back to you as soon as 
possible.  I sincerely thank you for taking the time to read this letter, and your consideration of 
joining our department.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
John Pokorny 
Chief of Department  
Eaton’s Neck Fire Department 

vigilantly and respond rapidly to identified is-
sues/calls in EN.  The CWG also plans to provide 
a similar placard to the VOA police, since the 
VOA police often respond first as a courtesy to 
the residents of EN. 

Phil also spoke about the continuing lack of 
cleanliness, rule enforcement and routine main-
tenance of Hobart Beach.  

Historically, Crab Meadow, as the “flagship” 
beach in the TOH’s “fleet,” has received the 
lion’s share of capital improvement funds.  For 
example, over a period of 4 or 5 years, Crab 
Meadow received $5 million in capital improve-
ments vs. the $100K received by Hobart.   Crab 
Meadow also has many more amenities (e.g., life-
guards, refreshment stands, garbage collection, 
police patrolling, and beach grooming).  Finally, 
on an operating basis, Hobart receives fewer an-
nual operating funds than nearly all of the other 
7 TOH-managed beaches. 
Phil and the CWG requests that all EN residents 
remind the TOH about its obligation to properly 
maintain the Hobart property and enforce beach 
rules related to non-resident access, dumping, 
driving vehicles on the beach, camping, fishing 
without licenses, and overnight parking /early 
morning rendezvouses.  

As discussed in last month’s CT, in 2024, the TOH 
will use more “technology” to monitor non-
resident usage of the beaches.  It is eliminating 
booth attendants as well as the old sticker sys-
tem.  Instead, residents will use an online portal 
to register their vehicle’s license plate.  A license 
reading vehicle from TOH will patrol the park-
ing lot, scan license plates and issue summons to 
violators. 

However, enforcement could be lax given that (1) 
violators will be “mailed” a summons (not asked 
to leave the beach immediately) and (2) the TOH 
has yet to determine when and how frequently 
cars in the Hobart parking lot will be scanned.  

As discussed previously, since Hobart directly 
abuts PB, the cleanliness, maintenance, and 
enforcement of permitted activities at Hobart 
directly impacts the:
1.Condition and attractiveness of PB
2.Cost to maintain PB - since individuals who 
disrespect Hobart facilities may often spillover to 

the PB property and cause damage
3.Quality of life and property values on EN

Residents are requested to text and/or call the 
following departments regarding Hobart Beach 
issues and concerns.

Department Name    Dep’t.Contact and Title 

Next Meeting
Next month’s meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 
April 4, 2024 at 7:00 pm.



A strong local, national and international marketing 
program is the cornerstone to selling any property.

Your neighborhood specialist for 23 years.

Home Happens Here

Angela Bracciante
Lic. Real Estate Salesperson

516.526.2737
abracciante@coachrealtors.com
www.Abracciante.coachrealtors.com
66 Gilbert St, Northport NY 11768 

I am never too busy 
for your kind referrals!

Your Home Deserves
The Finest Marketing
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Part time weekday Child Care 
available on Eaton’s Neck.

Resident of community.
Excellent experience 

and references available.
Please call 631-261-6209.



Watercraft Update

Boat Removal
2024 is a watercraft re assign year. Thanks to all members who removed their watercraft.For those who did not, all remaining craft at Price’s Bend have been taken off the racks and placed next to the shed. At Valley Grove about six craft remain on the rack as of this writing. Owners please come claim your boats. If not claimed by beach clean-up, all craft will be discarded. 

Boat Return
Those assigned a spot in 2024 can bring their watercraft down to the beach starting May 1st. Please do not bring it down before May 1st to allow for rack maintenance & beachclean-up. 

Stickers
Every person assigned a spot will received a watercraft sticker for that spot. Stickers must be placed in a visible location on the watercraft or the craft will be removed. 
To reserve a watercraft spot
You must be a POENB member in good standing. Reservation forms can be printed out ateatonsneck.org/watercraft. 

The POENB joins the Eaton’s Neck Fire Department in 

expressing our condolences to the Cartolano family on the 

passing of Ex-Chief Joe Cartolano. Joe exemplified what 

service to a community means. He joined the ENFD as a 

young man and dedicated over four-decades of his life to 

the department, including a turn as chief. Joe was old 

school—funny, direct, caring and always “a doer”. His 

service bridged several generations of Eaton’s Neck 

firefighters and his loss will be felt profoundly. 

 

Bulletin Board



CAROLE KILCULLEN BISHOP
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker
������������������
cbishop@signaturepremier.com
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*Information pulled from OneKey MLS. 

If your property is currently listed with another brokerage please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the listings of other brokerages.

SALES IN ASHAROKEN/EATON’S NECK 
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DAYS ON MARKET (DOM)
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