
President’s Message

November  2023

    As the leaves make one final drop, the skies darken way too soon & families gather for 
their Thanksgiving feast, we find ourselves reflecting on the incredible sense of community 
that defines our little beach haven. We wish everyone a very Happy Thanksgiving with par-
ticular appreciation to the 257 households who joined POENB this year. That figure is yet 
another record year and we hope to continue to grow further. 

    The purpose of POENB is to care for and maintain our beautiful beaches. We cannot do it 
without the support of our members. New Neckers should realize that unlike most beach as-
sociations, which have mandatory dues, POENB is non-compulsory. If nobody joins, we have 
no funds to replenish the beaches after a wash out. Or replace the fence. Or upgrade the 
electric. Or hold a Halloween Parade for the kids. Member dues are critical to carrying our 
mission of protecting and preserving this amazing place we call home. So, it doesn’t really 
matter if you ever attend a party or a parade or own a kayak. If you live here, please con-
sider your membership an investment in the place you’re lucky enough to call home. 

    We have completed many beach improvements this year and plan on adding to that list in 
the years to come. If you didn’t join in 2023, please make 2024 the year that you do. Your 
continued support will keep Eaton’s Neck beautiful. 

    We wish you and your family a very Happy Thanksgiving,
    The POENB Board

A publication of the Property Owners of Eaton’s Neck Beach



To send in your own photo or artwork email to: changingtides@eatonsneck.org
On our cover this month, “The Old School House” by Ryan Cote

POENB Minutes Friday, November 3, 2023
The meeting was held in person from 7:00 pm to 
7:25 pm at the Eaton’s Neck Firehouse. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited followed 
by a roll call of officers.

Officer Roll Call:
  ●Frank Pasquale - President
  ●Ryan Schaefer-Walker - Vice President
  ●Anthony Fusaro - Treasurer (absent)
  ●Yvonne Lambertson - Assistant Vice President            
     (Technology, Web and Communications) 
  ●Steve Neuf - Assistant Vice President 
    (Engineering and Special Projects) (absent)
  ●Sally Neal - Recording Secretary
  ●Nancy Regan - Corresponding Secretary 

Attendance:  
Approximately 20 members, including officers, 
were in attendance.  

  Frank Pasquale’s motion to accept last month’s 
minutes as posted on the POENB website and in 
the Changing Tides was seconded and the min-
utes were approved. 

Correspondence - (Nancy Regan):
   Nancy reviewed the list of inquiries, com-
ments and other correspondence that the Board 
received during the month of October.   The 
dates, person or persons initiating the question/
correspondence and the topic discussed (if rel-
evant) are listed below.  The Board’s response 
to selected items are also included.
  ●10/3/23 - Update from John Ballow regarding 
PSE&G’s electricity reliability improvements
  ●10/3/23 - NY Post article (published on Oc-
tober 1, 2023) titled “Schumer says Fire Island 
shores washing away from erosion, blames Feds” 
forwarded by Sally Neal regarding replenishing 

We’re Always Grateful for All
Thanksgiving Days Gone By:

Before the turkey goes in the oven, the turkey trotters hit the streets.
 This archival shot was from 2017. Good luck to all our runners this year! 



    Fire safety is the central focus of this monthly 
newsletter. At this time the fire department is in 
great need of new members in order to maintain 
its firefighting strength. Please consider join-
ing the department to help keep our community 
safe., Free training will be provided, with an 
emphasis on individual safety and proper tech-
niques. 

    There is also a New York State program of re-
lief for volunteers which includes a property tax 
relief program that is available after a period of 
membership, and reduced car registration rates 
are also available. Finally, there is a Length of 
Service Awards Program which rewards members 
for the years of volunteering. There are many 
other rewards which include the camaraderie 
of being a part of an organization which assists 
neighbors experiencing difficulty. The satisfaction 
of being part of an active team of like-minded 
citizens who provide aid 24/7/365 is incalculable. 
In addition, the social relationships built on train-
ing and working together are strong and lasting.  
Please seriously consider joining the fire depart-
ment. Thank you.

    As is done annually the fire department will be 
selling Christmas trees on December 9th and 10th 
from 9 AM to 4PM. The trees are fresh cut, prices 
have not been increased and we deliver!  The 
children’s Christmas party will be held Sunday, 
December 10th from 1 to 3 PM. 

                Yours for fire safety, 
                Rich Baer

the beaches and stemming erosion on Long Is-
land and Senator Schumer’s plan to address the 
issue.  Schumer specifically mentions Fire Island 
(Seaview, Ocean Bay Park, Point O’Woods, Cher-
ry Grove, Fire Island Pines, Water Island, and 
Davis Park). The article also mentions Montauk 
and Shin- necock Inlet.  Asharo-

ken/Eaton’s Neck were 
not included in the list 
of LI beach locations 
suffering from beach 
erosion.  The article 
states that Sena-
tor Schumer sent a 
letter to the Army 
Corp of Engineers 
(ACOE) on Septem-

ber 25th stating that 
Suffolk County and NYS DEC have 

done “what they can” but the ACOE must pro-
vide a permanent solution.
  ●10/4/23 - Phil Cuiffo inquired about the in-
come and expenses associated with the Endless 
Summer party and recommended that any sur-
plus funds (to the extent they exist) be used for 
general beach clean-up and PB beach improve-
ments such as fencing, showers and bathrooms.
  ●10/4/23 - Forwarded emails from John Ballow 
which document-- responses from candidates for 
(1) TOH Council, (2) Suffolk County Executive 
and (3) SC Legislator (18th District) to John’s 
written questions regarding each candidate’s 
perspectives, commitment and urgency to re-
mediating public safety issues associated with 
the Bevin Seawall.
  ●10/23/23 -Email from POENB’s insurance broker 
regarding insurance policy renewal (for general 
liability, property, D&O and umbrella insurance).  
As members have undoubtedly seen in their own 
homeowner policies, premiums have risen signifi-
cantly.  POENB’s 2024 premium increased ap-
proximately 20% vis a vis 2023.  POENB’s broker 
shopped our insurance and was not able to obtain 
lower quotes from other carriers.  POENB’s in-
crease was renewed with the increase in annual 
premiums
  ●10/30/23 - Email from Jacqueline Tordik re-
questing a refund of a $500 deposit given for a 
beach party over the summer.  Ryan Schaeffer-
Walker, speaking on behalf of Anthony Fusaro 
(Treasurer), stated that the refund will be 
forthcoming.
  ●Multiple emails regarding interest in POENB   
membership, watercraft space and mooring pro-
cedures from new homeowners.

  ●Multiple emails regarding frustration with 
the delay in moving the dirt pile at PB to Valley 
Grove.  Various POENB members have noted that 
the dirt pile is unsightly and may attract ver-
min.  They also have questioned the length of 
time it has taken to relocate the dirt pile (since 
comments on the dirt pile were first received in 
July 2023).  Ryan Schaefer-Walker stated that 
he is in the process of obtaining quotes from 
3rd contractors to move the dirt pile and that 
the dirt pile should be relocated no later than 
December 31, 2023. 

Treasurer’s Report - (Ryan Schaefer-Walker):
     (on behalf of Anthony Fusaro) 
Ryan provided highlights from the Income Sta-
teent for the period  January 1, 2023 to Novem-
ber 3, 2023 and three Balance Sheet line items 
as of November 3, 2023.  
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As shown in the Income Statement, net income 
for the first 10 months of POENB’s operations 
was approximately $24K.  However, POENB will 
receive and must pay two significant bills be-
fore the end of the year:  (1) insurance and (2) 
beach landscaping.  The insurance bill will be 
more than POENB paid historically given the 
20% increase in the premium for 2024.  POENB’s 
landscaping service does not bill the association 
monthly but rather provides one bill for annual 
services at the end of the year. 

Additionally, expenses due prior to year-end will 
include the monthly utility expenses (water and 
power) for November and December.  

There are also selected miscellaneous expenses 
(e.g., refund of deposits received for private 
parties held at the beach, cost of food and drink 
for the Halloween and Fire Safety event on 
October 28th, etc..).  All of these expenses are 
projected to be $26K.  As a result, the projected 
net income for 2023 is expected to be a deficit 
of $2K. 
    That said, as can be seen in the balance 
sheet, POENB has plenty of cash on hand and 
also has a health equity account (not shown).  
The $2K deficit simply means that POENB’s 
equity account will decrease by $2K.   POENB’s 
financial condition continues to remain strong.
     Finally, in response to member questions, 
the income and expenses associated with each 
of the four major social events are identified 
separately.  The Parti Gras event turns a profit.  
The other events, 4th of July, Egg Hunt, and 
Endless Summer do not. The free Halloween 
Parade and Safety event is also not profitable. 

President’s Report - (Frank Pasquale): 
Frank asked John Ballow to provide a brief up-
date on two public safety issues. 
    1.PSEG - On Monday, October 30 began to 
actively execute its plan to improve the reli-
ability of electrical power to Eaton’s Neck.  
Specifically, 12 new heavy-duty poles have been 
installed and pipes have been deposited 
near Bevin Road that will be 
used to lay under-
ground power cables 
from Bevin to the 
North Creek Road.  
All work is expected 
to be completed 
by March 31, 
2023.   PSEG has 
provided detail 
on the status 
of its efforts on its website.  ht-
tps://www.psegliny.com/reliability/EatonsNeck.   
    If members have further questions, they may 
call PSEG Long Island Customer Service at 1-800-
490-0025 between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m.
    2.Bevin Seawall - As discussed previously, the 
Bevin Seawall is rapidly deteriorating and John 
Ballow, as Eaton’s Neck representative, is work-
ing with multiple impacted stakeholders to:  
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    The oldest schoolhouse in Northport that still 
stands today in its original form is the little white 
house on Eaton’s Neck Road (see front cover of this 
issue). 
    The school was built in 1822 to educate the 
children of the Gardiner Family who owned Eaton’s 
Neck at the time. In 1823, ten children from the 
family attended. When the children completed 
their studies in the mid 1840s, the school was dis-
continued. 

    The Eaton’s Neck school remained unused 
until 1869 when it reopened to accommodate the 
children of the many workers of the Beacon Farm 
and the sand mining companies on Eaton’s Neck. 
The school’s stewardship fell to local residents 
such as Harry Donnell, the architect who lived on 
the estate known as “The Hill” on Locust Lane, 
who served as the sole Trustee. His sister-in-law, 
Edith Robinson (granddaughter of Cornelius DeLa-
mater) served as the school’s treasurer, and Fallah 
Quinlan, of Beacon Farm, was once the teacher. In 
1919, Donnell drew up plans to add indoor toilets 
to the schoolhouse, but because enrollment had 
declined sharply, with only four students left, the 
project was never realized. The school was closed 
in 1922 when it merged with the newly formed 
School District #4.      
   --Terry Reid

Did You Know . . 
That Northport’s
Oldest Schoolhouse
still stands?
  . . . and it’s on 
Eaton’s Neck?

    The Eaton’s Neck school remained unused 

The Eaton’s Neck Schoolhouse 
Prepares another group of students.



   •Further educate local, state, and federal 
politicians of the public safety hazards to the 
2,000 residents living north of Bevin Road (in-
ability to access fire, police, and health serv-
ices), and
   •Provide a fact base to help politicians (Vil-
lage of Asharoken (VOA), Town of Huntington 
(TOH), Suffolk County, and NYS) collaborate 
with NYS Department of Environmental Con-

servation (DEC) and 
the US Army Corp of 
Engineers (ACOE) on 
solutions and funding.    

As discussed in 
prior editions of the 
Changing Tides, the 
VOA has secured two 

$1 million grants.  
   ●The first $1 million 
is an earmark from 
Sen. Schumer to substantially repair several 
hundred feet of collapsing steel.  
   ●The second $1 million is a hazard Mitigation 
Grant to prepare an engineering solution to per-
manently restore the seawall and the beach.  
   ●Both grants have a local share meaning that 
VOA (ideally with NYS) must fund $250K of the 
first $1 million grant and $107,600 of the second 
$1 million grant.  
     In order to access the Seawall grants, VOA 
Mayor Leticia (in conjunction with the TOH) 
must first issue RFPs (request for proposal) to 
qualified firms.  These firms will be asked to bid 
on a comprehensive engineering study to design 
a permanent solution to ensure safe and secure 
passage through the Seawall area for residents 
who live beyond Bevan Road.  

Other Business:
Membership - (Gene Caputo):
Gene stated that 2023 POENB membership 
reached an all-time high.  Two hundred fifty-
eight memberships were sold this year.  

Beach - (Greg Hodges): 
Greg stated that four buoys are used to mark 
the swimming area for PB.  While PB has plenty 
of rope, 3 new buoys are needed.  One buoy 
floated away and while two others are old and 
need to be replaced.  

Social:  
On Thanksgiving Day, POENB will host the an-
nual “Turkey Trot.”   The course (laid out by 

Tom Bishop) is approximately 3 miles long, 
starts and ends at the firehouse, and includes a 
loop around Hobart Beach and past Price’s Bend 
beach.  While some participants run, others 
walk, stroll, or even ride bikes.  All are welcome 
to get a bit of exercise in the crisp, fall air prior 
to enjoying the rest of their traditional Thanks-
giving Day activities. 

2024 POENB Officer Nominations :
Christine Ballow, the Chair of the Nominating 
Committee (one of POENB’s permanent com-
mittees), read the slate of candidates for 2024.  
The candidates are:

 ●President- Tom Kehoe
 ●Vice President- Ryan Schaefer- Walker 
 ●Assistant Vice President-Yvonne Lambertson 
     (IT, website and watercraft)
 ●Assistant Vice President- Steve Neuf 
     (Beach and Special Projects)
 ●Treasurer- Anthony Fusaro
 ●Recording Secretary- Sally Neal
 ●Corresponding Secretary- Nancy Regan

     The nominations were accepted, seconded 
and voting will occur at the December meeting, 
also referred to as our Annual Meeting. Voting 
will be conducted in person and shall be car-
ried by a simple majority of votes cast. POENB 
members in good standing shall be 
represented by one (1) vote 
per household. Members are 
asked to attend to cast their 
vote. 

At annual election meet-
ings, the order of busi-
ness shall be:  a) Roll 
call of Officers and 
Directors; b) Annual 
report of Treasurer; c) 
Annual report of Pres- i-
dent; d) Presentation of issues to 
be voted on other than election of offic- ers; 
e) Nominating committee reads list of nominees 
and proceeds with election; f) Nominating com-
mittee announces elected officers.

POENB Committees:
    The subject of committees came up. POENB 
committees are appointed by the board, not 
elected. POENB’s several permanent commit-
tees include: 
  • Membership
  • Beach
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Thanksgiving
HAPPY
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Wishing you gratitude, health and 
many blessings for Thanksgiving!

Licensed Associate 
Real Estate Broker

Cell: 516.241.9619
cbishop@signaturepremier.com

Carole Kilcullen Bishop
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*If your property is currently listed with another brokerage please disregard. 
It is not our intention to solicit the listings of other brokerages.

  • Planning and Zoning 
  • Social Activities 
  • Nominating
The President and/or majority of the Board 
members can also create other committees they 
deem as necessary. Volunteers currently serving 
as POENB Committee Chairs Include: 
   Membership     - Gene Caputo
   Nominating    - Christine Ballow
   Changing Tides   - Ryan Cote
   Planning & Zoning  -John Ballow
   Beach Chair (VG)    - Tom Bishop
  Beach Chair (PB)     -this is an open position 
able to be filled by one person or several volun-
teers working in tandem.

Social:
    POENB’s success is dependent on new mem-
bers volunteering. If you are interested in being 
an apprentice helper on any of the committees 
listed above or in creating a new committee, 
please email info@eatonsneck.org and we will 
have the Committee Chair reach out to you. 
Thank you.

Holiday Cheer at our December Meeting:
   For the December meeting, we ask that at-
tendees bring some light snacks, soft drinks 
and/or BYOB libations so that we can end the 
year with some holiday cheer with friends and 
neighbors. 

 At the meeting on December 1st, we will offer 
a special toast to thank our outgoing President 
Frank Pasquale for his service to POENB and to 
the community in 2023.  

The meeting was adjourned at 7:40pm.   

Our annual meeting and board elections will 
be held on Friday, December 1st at 7:00 pm at 
the Firehouse.                 
        



Bulletin Board

(A very special thanks to Tom Bishop for organizing this year’s 11th annual Turkey Trot).

Bulletin Board



Henriqueztreeworkinc@yahoo.com

Angela Bracciante
Lic. Real Estate Salesperson

516.526.2737
abracciante@coachrealtors.com
www.Abracciante.coachrealtors.com
66 Gilbert St, Northport NY 11768 

I am never too busy 
for your kind referrals!

As we gather around the table, 
our hearts overfl ow with gratitude 

for the precious moments we 
share with family and friends.

I am so grateful to be able to call 
this beautiful community home 

with all of you.

Happy Thanksgiving everyone!

Angela Bracciante
Your neighborhood specialist for 22 years.

Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. 
Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. 

Maximize your home’s 
appeal and sell confidently 
this autumn. With comfort-
able weather, serious buyers, 
and less competition, it’s the 
ideal time to list your proper-
ty and enjoy a smooth, 
hassle-free sale.

Owais Iqbal | Real Estate Salesperson | c.516.474.8408

North Shore Office | 516.674.2000 | danielgale.com

The Autumn Market

Catch the season before 
it’s gone. Let’s connect!
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