
July 2021

President’s Message

Summer is in full swing here on the Neck. The smell of sunscreen fills the air and a layer of 
sand has found its way into every crevice of life. It’s been such a pleasure seeing the kids 
enjoying summer around the neighborhood and how much they have all grown up during this 
past crazy year. Congratulations to our graduates as they move on to whatever is next. We 
are so proud of all of you. Eaton’s Neck will always be home.

Thank you to our Eaton’s Neck Fire Department as well as all the other Fire Companies whom 
came out to celebrate the 4th of July here on the Neck. There was a great turnout of folks 
who came to support them and I think the adults are starting to have just as much fun as the 
kids when it comes to the water fights! I would also like to thank anyone who took time to 
clean up balloons and/or debris after the parade to help keep our neighborhood beautiful. It 
was a spectacular day and thank you to all who made it so.

Valley Grove has reopened! Please enjoy our beaches responsibly this summer and say hello 
to any new faces you may see. Our Friday Night Grillings have been a huge success and a 
wonderful opportunity to meet our new neighbors and POENB members. Eaton’s Neck is still 
our piece of paradise, so let’s all continue to do our part together.

     Stay Salty Eatons Neck,
     Frank Bonomo

A Publication of the Property Owners of Eaton’s Neck Beach
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This month’s cover photo by Kelly Gifford.
 If you’d like to contribute an Eaton’s Neck photo please send to changingtides@eatonsneck.org
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Meeting Minutes July 9th 2021:
 The July meeting was our first in person meeting in 
about 15 months was held at Price’s Bend Beach at an earlier 
start time of 7 pm. There looked to be about 40 members in 
attendance at assorted tables enjoying the open air. 

Roll Call:
Frank Bonomo, President
Ryan Cote Vice President
Julie Atkins, Vice President
Bethany Pokorny Vice President
Nora Beck, Treasurer
Frank Pasquale, Corresponding Secretary
Steve Neuf, Recording Secretary, was absent. 

A Motion was made to accept the minutes as printed in the 
Changing Tides. That motion was accepted. 

Correspondence:
 Ryan read a few bits of correspondence. We received 
as a letter from the Suffolk County department of health 
saying our beaches are closed until two tidal cycles and the 
advisory will be lifted on Sunday. 

In early June we received 
correspondence from an 
organization named Save the 
Sound alerting us that Valley 
Grove had received a D for 
water quality. Price’s Bend 
received a C. Ryan report-
ed that we are going to 
have a call with them this 
week to see what we can 
do better and what they 

perceive to be some of the 
issues that are getting us low marks. Frank, 

chimed in to say that there was an article in Newsday this 
week which outlined the issue on Long Island general. Finally, 
it appears, we’re getting some attention on this important 
issue we face. 
 John Ballow reported on his discussions with Hunt-
ington Maritime Director Fred Uvena. Mr. Uvena spoke about 
updates to Hobart and the access ramp. He also mentioned 
that Adirondack chairs were to be put at the patio in front of 
the bathroom at Hobart. Mr. Uvena went on to emphasize the 
necessary rules at the bird sanctuary. There are absolutely 
no dogs at the end of the beach in the bird 
colony. He also indicated that the 
TOH is enforcing Town of Hunting-
ton residents only at Hobart. 
 Christine Ballow added 
some information about Valley 
Grove water quality and remind-
ed all that several years ago, 
fluorescent had been dropped 
in the toilets of some residents 
near Valley Grove in conjunction with 
the department of Health. The purpose of the test is to 
see if there was any direct septic runoff into the runoff wa-
ter—to see if biofluorescent flushed down the toilet existed at 
the drain pipe on the beach. The results of the test were that no 
bioluminescence appeared at the pipe so the health department 
was unable to correlate anything from our homes to the water.
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   Memorial Day of 2021 was celebrated 
by the fire department’s participation in the 
Northport Memorial Day Parade and ceremony 
on May 31, 2021. It was a shortened parade 
but it felt great to be part of it. The July 4th 
Parade proved to be another huge success and 
a step in the right direction toward normalcy. 

 Continuing in that vein, the department 
is accepting applications for membership. Mem-
bership is open to all residents and training in 
firefighting and emergency medical technician 
will be provided at no cost. All members con-
tinue to engage in training exercises in order to 
be prepared for emergency situations. Members 
are undergoing driver training in order to be 
able to operate the varied and huge apparatus. 
Various courses at the Suffolk County Fire Train-
ing Academy will be open to all members of the 
department during the summer months.

 The season of hurricanes is fast ap-
proaching and it is the longest season of the 
year with more named hurricanes predicted. 
Last year’s August power outage was not pleas-
ant and resulted in one serious fire on Eaton’s 
Neck. Please consider storm preparation steps 
for your family, start at Google and go from 
there. Supplies of water, medications, money, 
gasoline, batteries, power packs for phones are 
some of the items to consider.

 Have a safe barbecuing season. First and 
foremost, be sure the gas grill is six feet away 
from any structure when it is in use. Second, 
do not leave the grill unattended. If the grill 
does catch fire, the quickest way to put out the 
fire is to turn off the gas at the valve.  Do this 
only if you can reach the valve without injuring 
yourself. As in all emergency situations call 911 
and the fire department will respond.

Your’s for fire safety, Rich Baer

 Someone in the audience brought up that it could 
be fertilizer. Frank Pasquale noted that he’s been watching 
it since he’s gotten here, it’s always after runoff. You’ve got 
3 hills coming to a point down there. He indicated that he’s 
very enthusiastic to hear what Save the Sound’s recommenda-
tions will be. Ryan concluded correspondence, most of the 
rest were about people’s kayaks, and folks wanting to know 
when they would be receiving their parking hang tags

Special Guest speaker, State Senator Jim Gaughran: 
 Eaton’s Neck Resident, POENB Member and NYS 
Senator Jim Gaughran joined us at the meeting and got up 
to make a few remarks. He indicated that it was nice to be 
back in person and great to see everyone at Prices’ Bend. He 
noted that he wished to to update us on a few things that 
are relevant, notable that Eaton’s Neck residents need to pay 
attention to the infrastructure bills that are going through 
Congress and hopefully, he indicated, there will be a bi-parti-
san agreement. In speaking to Congressman Suozzi and sena-

tor Schumer, there is going to be money for things 
which touch on some of the pollution 
areas we were discussing. The money 
will be apportioned in two key areas:

 1. Infrastructure - the definition 
of which is now is also going to in-
clude expansion of sewage treatment 
plants, and, probably, some money for 
individual septic systems – instead of 
our current system, these are cesspools 
where the waste is filtered out right on 
the property. He indicated some of the 
money could be used for tax credits, so 

that will help. —it may even be tax credits. So that will help. 
 2. Storm Resiliency - According to Senator Gaugh-
ran, there will also be tens of billions of dollars for storm re-
siliency, some of which will used to protect our shorelines and 
beaches. A lot of it can also be used to deal with the pollution 
problems we have on the sound and our harbors and bays. If 
you can filter out the nitrates and prevent them from getting 
into the water, you can clean this up significantly. The results 
are good but it’s very expensive. There are two ways of doing 
it. One is—taking our storm drains and put in a filter system 
that needs to be changed and we could pay for that with 
our taxes. The other solution is building rain 
gardens. The Senator indicated 
that there is one next to 
the Laurel Hollow Village 
Hall and all of Laurel Hol-
low’s drainage from their 
streets is directed to and 
filtered through to this one 
place. They have vegetation 
designed to live off of this 
stuff and keep the contami-
nants from going into the bay. 

 Senator Gaughran went on to say that if Congress 
does pass this the money will come to the state legislature 
and we’re going to have to implement it and we’re going to 
have to make sure the town of Huntington is aggressive and 
seeking the funds. If it comes to fruition, it will have real 
tangible results for us. 
 A member got up to tell the crowd that there are 
currently two big bills in congress. The bi partisan one and 
the huge one that deals with human infrastructure. That one 
is bridges, tunnels and roads but the bi partisan one is envi-
ronmental projects and storm resiliency.
 Another member asked, how are we going to fix this? 
He pointed out that around here in Eaton’s Neck we have 
storm pipes running into the water all over the place. Senator 
Gaughran said that it’s going to take a lot of money. He went 

on to say that They’ve invested in this in parts of Florida and 
the Chesapeake Bay and it’s yielded good results but the cost 
is high. Money from Washington will be funneled through the 
state and we’ll supplement it to some extent. I’m also getting 
some state funding from for the Village of Asharoken for that.
 Ryan asked, what can the Easton’s Neck resident 
do to make their voices heard? What can the average home-
owner do? Senator Gaughran responded that it is important to 
speak up. Fortunately, we have a Congressman (Suozzi) who’s 
very involved in this. It’s important for residents to speak to 
the Huntington Town Board because they control all of this. 
Some communities get more money that other communities 
because their local governments pay attention to the rules 
and watch for the grants. They’re aggressive. A lot of this is 
competitive. Senator Gaughran recounted that before he got 
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elected the way these things used to go was that the money 
was funneled through the Senators. Those senators with more 
power got more money, but today that system is largely gone. 
At this point it’s just large competitive grants issued to solve 
a problem which communities can apply for. Unfortunately, 
if you have a community or town government that is asleep 
at the switch, you don’t get the money. So it is important 
to contact and write and press your town 

board to be ready to act. 
 He mentioned that this 
issue will probably fall under 
the next town board and 
whomever is elected in No-
vember but this is going be 
important because Jim has 
seen communities who miss 
out on grants because they 
don’t pay attention. What 

should we do to get our fair 
share? Pay attention to what’s going on in 

Washington. Letting Senator Gaughran and Rep. Suozzi 
know what your wishes are. At the local level, make sure 
that that the Town of Huntington is doing the planning and 
are getting ready for the funding that’s going to take place. 
A member asked if Senator Gaughran feels our town board 
is ready? He indicated that he doesn’t know if they have the 
planning ready. He went on to say that if a Town Government 
had engineering plans ready to go (i.e., better filtration sys-
tems for pipes/ rain gardens) -- if someone had a basic design 
as to what it such systems would entail and cost, then you’d 
be ready to move when the money becomes available. He 
thinks something is going to pass and I he feels it would be a 
jobs program too, to hire a lot of local people to do the work
 The Town board would be involved because they’re 
the ones funneling the money, Someone jokingly asked who 
the Senator thought should be on the town board? Senator 
Gaugrhan laughed and said that since he’d been invited to 
his nonpartisan beach association it would be best to not 
interject politics, He reminded us that water pollution is a 
nonpartisan issue.
 Senator Gaughran took a 
final question. A member asking 
about man made barriers the DEC 
is placing underwater around long 
Island and wondered if we (Eaton’s 
Neck and Asharoken) can be on the 
agenda to get some kind of artifi-
cial reef off of Asharoken. Gaugh-
ran said we should look into it. 
Frank Pasquale noted that you can 
have the best wall built at Asharoken but you’re 
still going to have flooding during major high tides. You need 
to break the water first. 

President’s Message:
 Frank gave an update on Valley Grove. He announced 
that the wall is structurally complete. We are finished and 
closed up which is a great thing to see. It looks nice. There 
area has a few spots where there are divots from the ma-
chinery being down there which we are not allowed to touch, 
neither is the contractor, because of the DEC. This includes 
the tracks that run along the beach, because it’s below the 
high tide line. 
 The Next steps are to put the caps on top of the 
fiberglass, so the edges you all see now, those will be cov-
ered with a decking. That will probably start in a week or 
two, we’re waiting for contractor to let us know. The one t 
things that was changed on the plan is that we had promised 
everyone we would have returns coming inland. We have one 
return coming inland on our north side. On our south side it 
was decided to go back behind the Corcorans wall because 

of the way that corner was designed. It is a very tight corner. 
We thought it was much more important to put in helical 
piles through that area than to put the return in that area. 
Ultimately, we have a very strong wall. What you can’t see, 
Frank indicated, is that those sheets are 16 feet long and are 
driven down into the sand below eye level-- about 9 feet into 
the sand.  Our old wall, was only about two feet in the sand 
and it was rotting and splintered in a lot of places. So we are 
very fortunate that we were able to do this when we did. An-
other feature you will see when you go down there is that the 
landing is larger than it used to be. It should be easier to get 
kayaks on and off and make the turn to get down the stair.  
This wall is two feet higher than it used to be so 
now the question becomes, how do 
we want to backfill it. Do we 
want to put grass there? Do we 
want to put decking there? We 
want to come to the communi-
ty to discuss it and talk about 
the financial impact of what 
those decisions might be. 

 We had a successful 
July 4th parade. It was great. Yes 
there were a lot of balloons left around. We may 
want to ask about getting a street sweeper to come in be-
hind. Bethany indicated the TOH had sent a street sweeper on 
Friday to clean it for the parade. Another member suggested 
that you offer kids donuts or munchkins. 30 rubber balloons 
get you a munchkin. Good idea. Overall, it was a successful 
return from Covid for the community. After four years we 
have a seawall and the knowledge that we a stronger seawall 
for the community. 

Membership:
The membership numbers are good. This is a strange time 
of year when Gene gets emails from people asking him to 
remind them, “have I joined”?  He wanted folks to know that 
if anyone is unsure, check your bank records. Or check the 
Changing Tides. Send an email to membership@eatosneck.
org. Our current count is 241.  

Treasurer’s Report:
 Nora provided highlights from the treasurer’s report. 
We have beach income coming in with beach rentals resum-
ing and some bonus watercraft purchases. For July 4th we 
received donations of $845. We in turn donated $2,500 to 
the Fire Department for the July 4th parade. This is the most 
expensive time of the year for beach expenses as we have the 
beach raking, port a potty rental and the dumpster and then 
landscaping. 
 On July 1st we made our first valley grove loan pay-
ments, there were three payments made, and the total was 
$276.24.  The operating account has $47 793.72. The Valley 
Grove loan checking account is 14, 025.56. We’ve exhausted 
the Valley Grove savings account which was the old CD and 
we’ve exhausted the 50/50 savings account and used it to pay 
for wall expenses. 
 Frank indicated the wall is a little bit under budget 
at this stage. We still need the cap on and the fill. But I think 
that once those are done, we’re going to end up right around 
budget or slightly over and given the state of the price of 
materials and how things have increased so dramatically, 
we are very fortunate.  Regarding the 14, 025.46 that Nora 
was speaking about in our checking account—that represents 
15,000 in notes from a few people. We are just tapping into 
the notes and we haven’t put into place notes from other 
people who have offered to loan to the community so, from 
Frank’s standpoint, we are ahead of the game. 
 Frank went on to say that we also really need to 
thank Steve Neuf who was the liaison with the contractor and 
also worked closely with the Town. Ryan indicated that he 
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 Did you know that the “Pink Palace” at 200 Asharoken 
Avenue has been sold recently and is slated to be torn down?
 One of the most asked questions I get as a researcher 
at the Northport Historical Society is if I know anything about that 
abandoned pink house on Asharoken. There is something sad and 
romantic about what it once was that captures people’s imagina-
tions.

 “Solana,” or the “Pink Palace,” was built in 1910 by 
John and Laura Stewart. John Wood Stewart was the owner of the 
Stewart Silk Company, one of the largest silk manufacturers on 
the east coast. They lived in Manhattan but bought the Asharoken 
property so Laura could indulge her passion for gardening. In fact, 
she was a nationally recognized horticulturist. Her goal was to 
create a garden oasis and designed the Italianate house around the 
landscape, making it just as if it was another sculpture. Laura’s 
garden, fountains and sculptures stretched over five acres and 
contained over 1,000 specimens.
 Laura was not only an avid gardener but also a highly 
skilled needleworker. In 1885, she founded the “Needlework Guild 
of America” to promote the craft.  Thousands of women joined, 
creating local chapters across the country. Soon afterwards she 
founded the “National Plant, Fruit and Flower Guild.” During WWI, 
the Needlework Guild mobilized under her direction, to supply 
blankets and coats for the troops and was second only to the Red 
Cross in their efforts. 
 In 1924 at 75 years old, and now a widow, Laura found-
ed both the Asharoken Garden Club and the Huntington Garden 
Club. She was also instrumental in the incorporation of the Village 
of Asharoken. 
 Laura Safford Stewart died in 1931, leaving behind two 
adopted sons and her estate was sold.

    Terry Reid

Do you know about 
the “Pink Palace” at 
200 Ashroken Ave?

had asked Steve, to draft a quick report, since he was unable 
to attend the meeting. Steve’s report is as follows:
 The Valley Grove Bulkhead replacement project is 
complete. Please take note of several value-added features 
of this project. The wall height was increased approximately 
six inches. This gives us some added protection during 
storms from wave action and splash 

over and also allows us to 
level out the lower setting 
area. This new wall has sev-
eral check valves…filtered 
weep holes which will re-
lieve land side water pres-
sure. Some ponding will 
be noted at the base of 
the wall, especially after 

heavy rains. This is normal. 
A new enlarged stair platform was cre-

ated leading down to the beach. We were also able to use 
our existing stairs to save some money. Kitzen, our contrac-
tor, will return in a few weeks, to cap off the wall over the 
exposed fiberglass edges with wood decking material. Until 
then, please use caution on the land side because there are 
exposed sharp edges and tripping hazards. We consider the 
property re opened. The Town of Huntington’s pending storm 
runoff pipe work may affect the kayak area but if members 
want to use the rack until then, they can. 
 Ryan finished the report by reminding folks we 
have two unclaimed sunfish boats by the side of the shed. 
If you are the owners or know the owners, please email 
info@eatonsneck.org 

Social:
 Bethany indicated that all parking tags would be 
delivered this week and that we were looking for volunteers 
to help us deliver them for Friday Night Grillin we’re also 
looking for people who would be willing to light the grills at 
5:15 o5 5:30 so they can be warm by the time people arrive 
at six. We would give volunteers the code to the shed where 
we keep the charcoal. If you’re able to help, please email 
info@eatonsneck.org Overall the board is just looking for 
volunteers all over as we’re doing a lot of things in addition 
to board duties. She went on to indicate that a member had 
asked about camping on the beach. We have not had family 
camp out the past two years due to covid but to address this 
issue we’ve decided to declare two nights open for family 
camping. Tentatively those dates are July 31st and August 
14th. When folks camp, it’s important that people keep 
their tents above the high tide line. She also reminded folks 
there are no fires allowed on the beach. Using the grills are 
fine and you can make smores there. But no fires. She also 
reminded folks that quiet hours do take effect in the Town of 
Huntington at 11 pm and we follow the same rule. Lastly, you 
need to have one adult present for every tent. If you have 
a bunch of kids jamming into four tents, you need at least 4 
parents down there to supervise—one per tent. 
 Bethany finished by saying that there has been a 
proposal by a member to do a Labor Day Party for the adults. 
Maria Siragusa has graciously indicated that she may have 
a band willing to play for us. Because many people go away 
for Labor Day, we may consider having a Labor Day party on 
some day toward the end of August, not necessarily on Labor 
Day Weekend itself. This is to be determined. The last matter 
of social business was the happy announcement that Eas-
ton’s Neck’s Got Talent will be returning this September and 
Bethany is seeking volunteers to help us run it. It’s the best 
event of the year.  Finally, with the seawall being done, it is 
an opportunity to highlight Valley Grove. It was announced 
that we will continue Friday Night Grillin through the end of 
July and then shift to Sunset at the Grove in August. For new 
members, Sunset at the Grove is not so much a dinner event, 
but low-key  place to gather, have drinks and enjoy the sun-

storms from wave action and splash 
over and also allows us to 
level out the lower setting 
area. This new wall has sev-
eral check valves…filtered 
weep holes which will re-

A new enlarged stair platform was cre-

set. There is not much planning involved, just come down and 
say hi. 
 Frank concluded by asking if there was any new 
business. Ryan chimed in that he had texted Steve D’Amato 
to ask when he was going to be able to trim the Valley Grove 
hedges and Steve indicated he’d have his crew get on them. 
(They have since been trimmed). The next meeting will be 
August 6th. Someone suggested having it at Valley Grove. We 
will take it into consideration. 

The meeting was adjourned at approx. 7:50 pm



When you support POENB you’re re-investing in your community. 
This year reminds us how important it is to love the place you call home. 
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Bulletin BoardBulletin Board

The valley grove bulkhead replacement project is mostly com-
plete.  

Please take notice of several nice new value-added features of 
this project.
    1.  The wall height was increased approximately 6”. This 
gives us some added protection during storms from wave action 
and splash over. It will also allow us to level off the lower sit-
ting area.
    2. This new wall has several check valves / filtered weep 
holes which will relieve landside water pressure.   Some pond-
ing at the wall will be noticed especially after heavy rains; this 
is normal.
    3. A new enlarged stair platform was created which leads to 
the beach level. We were also able to reuse our existing stairs 
which saved considerable funds.
    Kitzen will return in approx. 2 weeks to cap off the wall with 
wood decking material. 

 * * Until then please use caution on the landside because there 
are some exposed sharp edges and tripping hazards.  However, 
we consider the property re-opened.

We would like to express our appreciation again for offering to 
publicize the Adult Day Care reopening flyer (attached) so that 
our Changing Tides and Facebook readers will be able to enroll 
loved ones experiencing cognitive loss.  This program is designed 
to maintain and improve balance, coordination and memory 
function.  Please call 631-351-3293.
 
The Senior Center Nutrition Program, classes and activities for 
the independent senior citizen age 60 and over, is open on a first 
come, first served basis with limited capacity for the time being.  
Please call 1 day in advance to make a reservation 631-351-3253.  
All our programs are open Monday-Friday.  Fully vaccinated par-
ticipants, or a doctor’s note, and a mask are required. 
 
We look forward to seeing you again in the near future.  For now, 
the Senior Division is excited to reopen and welcome you back 
for socialization, and camaraderie among friends.

Melissa-Robyn Levitan
Town of Huntington - Senior Division-Outreach  
423 Park Avenue, Huntington, NY 11743

 Valley Grove                              Wall Update     

COME & JOIN THE FUN!COME & JOIN THE FUN!  

IT’S OFFICIAL!IT’S OFFICIAL!  
WE HAVE REWE HAVE RE--OPENED!OPENED!  

TOWN OF HUNTINGTON 
Department of  Human Services 

Senior Citizens Division 
 

ADULT DAY CAREADULT DAY CARE  
423 PARK AVENUE 

HUNTINGTON 
631-351-3293 

Email: Amy.Geist@HuntingtonNY.gov 

 TOWN OF HUNTINGTON  Chad A. Lupinacci, Supervisor 
 

Mark Cuthbertson       Eugene Cook         Joan Cergol     Edmund J.M. Smyth 
            Councilman                Councilman           Councilwoman            Councilman 

 

“Chillin ~N~ Grillin”
Friday Nights

Price’s Bend

And don’t forget these Two Great 
Community Summer Events!



Carole Kilcullen Bishop
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker
Cell: 516.241.9619
Office: 631.754.3600
cbishop@signaturepremier.com
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*If your property is currently listed with another brokerage please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the listings of other brokerages.

� Out Of Every ��
Homes Sold in 

Northport...

Was Listed By A Signature 

Premier Properties Agent

We’re The����Company 
In Northport For: 

Listings Under Contract

Listings Closed

Listings Taken & 

Available Properties for Sale

We’re The����Company 
In Huntington 
Township For: 

Listings Under Contract

Listings Closed

& Listings Taken

THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING THIS YEAR?
CONTACT ME TODAY TO GET STARTED!

For Cleaning and Construction work, Call Presy!

Cleaning, Repairs, Remodeling
Call or text Presy at 631-703-0333 

The Northport

Rotary Club Presents

All Proceeds

To Benefit

Northport

Rotary

Charitable

Fund

(Helps Local,

International,

& High School

Charities)


